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First published in 1731 in Saxony, The Daily Texts grew out of a spiritual renewal of the

Moravian Church (Unitas Fratrum) that dates back to August 13, 1727. Today, more than 290

years after its first publication, the Daily Texts continues its promise of "a daily message from

God that is new every morning." Each day's entry in this beloved daily devotional includes

"watchwords" drawn from Old and New Testament verses. The North American edition of the

Daily Texts feature inspirational hymns and prayers, with each month prepared by different

writers from across the North American Moravian Church. The strength of the Daily Texts lies

in presenting the Scripture unhindered by commentary or illustration. The texts are left to stand

alone and to speak to each reader in his or her life. This also allows the Daily Texts to be

adaptable to different patterns of devotion and study. In addition, at the top of each page are

listed Scripture passages for ongoing study that are part of a plan to read through the Psalms

in one year and the rest of the Bible in two.
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W EVERY MORNING“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to

an end; they are new every morning.”Lamentations 3:22,23The first printed edition of the Daily

Texts (Losungen) was published in Herrnhut, Saxony, in 1731. The title page of that edition

quoted the passage from Lamentations and promised a daily message from God that would be

new every morning. It was an outgrowth of a spiritual renewal of the Moravian Church (Unitas

Fratrum) that dated from August 13, 1727.In 1722 refugees from Bohemia and Moravia began

arriving at the estate of Count Nicholas Ludwig von Zinzendorf (1700-1760), where he gave

them a welcome and land on which to establish the settlement of Herrnhut (“Watch of the

Lord”).Each day the settlers came together for morning and evening devotions, consciously

placing their lives in the context of God’s Word. On May 3, 1728, during the evening service,

Count Zinzendorf gave the congregation a “watchword” for the next day. It was to be a

“Losung” (watchword) to accompany them through the whole day.Thereafter one or more

persons of the congregation went daily to each of the 32 houses in Herrnhut to bring them the

watchword for the day, and engage the families in pastoral conversations about the text.From

this oral tradition, the Daily Texts soon became fixed in printed form. Zinzendorf compiled 365

watchwords for the year and the first edition of the Losungen was published for 1731.Even in

the first editions there appeared the characteristic coupling of a Bible verse and hymn stanza.

Zinzendorf called the hymns “collects” and considered them to be the answer of the

congregation to the Word of God. The Daily Texts would be a great deal poorer without the

mixture of God’s Word and our human response.The watchword soon became accompanied

by a “doctrinal” text. The idea of an additional text grew out of a number of collections of texts

from the Bible that were put together by Zinzendorf. Such additional lists (some of them for

children) were used for special study within the groups in the community, and they came to be

referred to as doctrinal texts.For the Daily Texts, as for the whole Moravian Church, Count

Zinzendorf’s death (May 9, 1760), was a turning point.His co-workers sensed the uniqueness

of Zinzendorf’s watchwords, textbooks, and lessons and had them published at Barby-on-the-

Elbe in a four-volume collection 1762.From then on the watchwords and doctrinal texts are

distinguished by the way they are selected each year. The watchwords are chosen from

various verse collections and, since 1788, they have been drawn by lot from a collection of

around 2,000 suitable Old Testament texts. The doctrinal texts are not chosen by lot but are



selected. The difference between the watchwords and doctrinal texts was explained in 1801 as

follows: “The watchword is either a promise, an encouragement, an admonition or word of

comfort; the doctrinal text contains a point of revealed doctrine.”By 1812 it was established that

all watchwords would be drawn by lot from a selection of Old Testament texts, and the doctrinal

texts would be selected from the New Testament. No doctrinal text is used more than once in a

given year. By the end of the nineteenth century, the custom was established to relate the two

texts in theme or thought.Into all the worldAnother characteristic of the Daily Texts that was

already apparent in the early years of its publication was its worldwide distribution.

Missionaries who went as “messengers” from Herrnhut after 1732 had a Daily Texts

(Losungen) in their luggage. They felt united with their home congregation through the daily

contemplation of the same Scripture passages.The Daily Texts of 1739 lists a multitude of

places around the globe where messengers were witnessing for the Savior. The introduction

read:“The Good Word of the Lord, 1739, From all the Prophets for His congregations, and

servants at Herrnhut, Herrnhaag, Herrendijk [Holland], Pilgerruh [Denmark], Ebersdof, Jena,

Amsterdam, Rotterdam, London, Oxford, Berlin, Greenland, St. Croix, St. John and St. Thomas

[Virgin Islands], Berbice [Guyana], Palestine, Surinam, Savannah in Georgia, among the Moors

in Carolina, with the wild Indians in Irene [an island in the Savannah River in Georgia], in

Pennsylvania, among the Hottentots [South Africa], in Guinea, in Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania,

Russia, on the White Sea, in Lappland, Norway, in Switzerland, [Isle of] Man, Hittland

[Scotland], in prison, on pilgrimage, to Ceylon, Ethiopia, Persia, on visitation to the

missionaries among the heathen, and elsewhere on land and sea.”-This distribution of the

Moravians into every continent in the known world seems all the more amazing when you

consider that the settlement at Herrnhut was only 17 years old, and the first missionaries had

gone out only seven years earlier in 1732.Present membership of the worldwide Moravian

Church is more than 1 million in 21 provinces. The Daily Texts has a press run of more than 1

million copies in the German language alone. This far surpasses the 25,000 members of the

Moravian Church in all of Europe. Other language editions bring the total circulation of this

small devotional book to over 1.5 million copies. The Daily Texts is now published in more than

50 languages and dialects.The physical form of the Daily Texts varies considerably from

country to country. Some, like this North American edition, have a separate page for the

verses, hymns, and prayers of each day. Others have several days’ texts printed on one page,

which makes a thin, pocket-size volume. Some are beautiful examples of the printing and

bookbinding arts. Others are simply photocopied and stapled together.These external

nonessentials pale beside the fact that this little book is probably the most widely read

devotional guide in the world, next to the Bible. It forms an invisible bond between Christians on

all continents, transcending barriers of confession, race, language, and politics. In its quiet way

it performs a truly ecumenical service for the whole of Christendom.North American

editionsThe printing of the Daily Texts in North America dates back at least to 1767, when the

Losungen was printed “at Bethlehem on the Forks of the Delaware by Johan Brandmuller.” The

printer’s imprint bears the date of 1767 as well and may have been an extra printing for the

German version done at Barby-on-the-Elbe in Germany, where most of the printing was done

for the Moravian Church those days.During the crucial days of the Revolution, the German-

language edition was printed in Philadelphia by Heinrich Miller, who had worked for Benjamin

Franklin when he first came to America. The daily text for July 4, 1776, was from Isaiah 55:5

—“Behold, you shall call nations that you know not, and nations that knew you not shall run to

you” (RSV).English versions were printed in London as early as 1746, and the title page bears

the imprint of “James Hutton near the Golden Lion in Fetter Lane.” Hutton was the well-known



London printer associated with the Moravian Church who was a friend of John and Charles

Wesley in the formative years of their ministry.The 1850s were crucial years for the Moravian

Church in America as the congregations established in the United States broke away from

direct control from the Moravian headquarters in Europe. Both German and English editions of

the Daily Texts were regularly printed in Philadelphia or Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and in a few

years the custom was establishedto include the statistics of the provinces and districts of the

Moravian Church in America.The biblical texts for each day are chosen in Herrnhut, Germany,

and then sent around the world to those who prepare the different language editions. Since

1959 the edition published in the United States has included a prayer for each day. For this

North American edition, the hymns are chosen or written, and the prayers are written by

Moravian clergy and laypersons from the United States and Canada. Each month is prepared

by a different individual or couple, of a variety of ages, so that the prayers reflect the great

diversity of devotion in the Moravian Church. We are grateful for the work and inspired words

these writers offer and their contributions strengthen each year’s edition of the Moravian Daily

Texts.How to Use The Daily TextsThe strength of the Daily Texts lies in presenting the

Scripture unhindered by illustration. The texts are left to stand alone and to speak to each

reader in his or her life. This also allows the Daily Texts to be adaptable to different patterns of

devotion and study.Contents For Each Day1. SCRIPTURE LESSONS: At the top of each page

for ongoing study. Not related to the printed texts. Monday through Saturday are part of a plan

to read through the Psalms in one year and the rest of the Bible in two. Sundays and special

days are the assigned lessons for that day of the church year from the Moravian Revised

Common Lectionary, also common to many denominations.2. WATCHWORD FOR THE DAY:

From the Old Testament, the first printed text. It is to be a “watchword” to accompany you

throughout the day. Usually a promise, encouragement, admonition, or comfort.3. HYMN

VERSES: Broken down by meter and usually related to the watchword or theme for the day. It

is a devotional response or commentary on the text. Can be used for prayers.4. DOCTRINAL

TEXT: From the New Testament. Usually contains some point of Christian doctrine to expand

on the watchword.5. PRAYER: A response to God of praise, confession, thanksgiving, or

intercession in light of the texts and hymn verses.• Every Sunday and some church holidays,

the Daily Texts page will include the WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK/HOLIDAY. Like the daily

watchword, the weekly/holiday text is to accompany the reader throughout the week or holiday

and is related to the events of the church year. These differ every year based upon the

lectionary cycle.DevotionsThe printed texts, hymn verses, and prayers are the heart of the

devotional guide. Their purpose is to help the reader get more closely in touch with God and to

meditate upon the Word of God. When reading the texts, hymns and prayers, feel the

encouragement found in them. Hear any word or correction for your life; ponder the great

message of faith; meditate upon the hymn verses and prayers; feel God’s presence

surrounding you in faith; and in silence, hear God’s word speaking to you.These texts can also

be the center of a daily spiritual diary where you keep a journal of your daily meditations and

their meaning in your life.DAILY TOPICS FOR PRAYEROn August 27, 1727, certain members

of the Moravian Church in Herrnhut, Saxony, formed a remarkable prayer union known as the

“Hourly Intercession.” This provided that, for every hour of the day and night, one of the

volunteer intercessors would, for one hour in private, bear on his or her heart and mind the

interests and hopes of the Kingdom of God in the world. This wonderful intercession continued

for over 100 years.On August 27, 1872, a Moravian Prayer union was formed in England as a

form of resuscitation of the Hourly Intercession, and today its members are found in all areas of

the Moravian world. You are invited to join in this prayer covenant. The following prayer



suggestions may be helpful:Sunday: The Church At Worship. For her purity and peace, unity

and power. For the congregation to which we belong or with which we worship. For the ministry

of the word of God. For the winning of people into fellowship with Christ. For all church schools,

youth ministries, and other church groups at work.Monday: The Church At Work. For the

church in its mission next door and in other lands. For new congregations and specialized

ministries. For the workers and leaders in these endeavors. For the worker volunteers to carry

out the missionof the church.Tuesday: Home and School. For households. For the Christian

education of the young, and that our children may be led to give themselves to Christ. For all

schools and teachers. For young people enrolled in colleges and universities. For the training of

ministers in theological seminaries.Wednesday: For Those In Need. For all in special need,

whether as aged, sick, poor, or homeless. For those in prison. For all victims of famine,

oppression, aggression, and war.Thursday: Our Nation and Our World. For those who govern

and for those who are governed. For the guidance of God to all who are in authority. For unity

of nations and all agencies for peace. For the whole human family and equal rights for all. For

the guidance and blessing of God as humanity enters the future.Friday: Our Own Church

Fellowship. For the purity, zeal, and practice of the church as a witnessing fellowship of the love

of God. That the church may be a light to the world wherever its congregations are found, and

that it may be active in redeeming mission in these communities.Saturday:- The Witness of

Christians. That all who confess the name of Christ may grow in the grace and knowledge of

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.“O thou King of kings and Lord of lords, who desirest that all

people should dwell together in unity, let thy will be known and done among the nations; guide

their feet into the way of peace. Remember us and all humanity in thy mercy. Deliver us from

the sins which give rise to war and conflict, and strengthen within our hearts the will to

establish righteousness and justice in the earth. Give unto us and to all who worship thee the

sincere desire to live in peaceful and loving fellowship with all people. Fix our minds and hearts

upon thine eternal purposes for your children on earth.”— A Prayer for PeaceTHE DAILY

TEXTS IN FAMILY WORSHIPAlmost from the very beginning the Daily Texts has been used as

a guide for family worship as well as for private and personal devotions. The use of the Daily

Texts in family worship will vary depending on the time available and the age of the children.

One of the values of the Daily Texts is that it is adaptable to numerous patterns of use.One

pattern followed by many families is to begin the meal (usually breakfast or the evening meal)

with the reading of the texts of the day and the accompanying hymn stanzas. After this, the

family joins in the blessing or table grace. A suitable blessing may be chosen from among the

following: Come, Lord Jesus, our Guest to be,and bless these gifts bestowed by thee.Bless thy

dear ones everywhere,and keep them in thy loving care.Be present at our table, Lord;be here

and everywhere adored;from thine all-bounteous hand our foodmay we receive with

gratitude.The worship of the family can then close with a prayer offered in the leader’s own

words or in those of the printed prayer offered in the Daily Texts. As a part of free prayer by the

leader or in connection with the printed prayer, use can be made from day to day of the

subjects of the Daily Topics for Prayer as given in the preceding

pages.ACKNOWLEDGMENTSBible texts in this publication are quoted from the New Revised

Standard Version Bible, © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and are used by permission. Verses

marked NIV are taken from The Holy Bible New International Version®, NIV®, © 1973, 1978,

1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Verses marked

NASB are taken from the New American Standard Bible®, © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971,

1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. Verses



marked NKJV are taken from the New King James Version® © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

Used by permission. All rights reserved. Verses marked GNT are taken from the Good News

Translation, ©1992 by the American Bible Society.Sunday readings are taken from the Revised

Common Lectionary, © 1992 by the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT).Unless otherwise

noted, hymn stanzas found in the Daily Texts are taken from the Moravian Book of Worship,

1995. The number found to the right of each stanza designates the source of the stanza in that

hymnal. If the number is preceded by a p the hymn used is from one of the liturgies and the p

designates the page number. The letter b after a number denotes the Hymnal and Liturgies of

the Moravian Church Unitas Fratrum, 1920. The letter r after a number denotes the Hymnal of

the Moravian Church, 1969. The letter s after a number denotes a hymn or song from Sing to

the Lord A New Song, A New Moravian Songbook, 2013. The letters Si after a number denotes

a hymn used is from the Singing from the Heart, a Shorter Moravian Hymnal and Liturgies.

When hymns are copyrighted, information is given at the bottom of the page; we gratefully

acknowledge permission to use copyrighted material.Hymn stanzas are broken down by meter

except when space would not allow.The Scripture readings for Monday through Saturday are

part of a plan to read through the Old and New Testaments in two years and the Psalms in one

year.JANUARYSaturday, January 1 — Psalm 1Genesis 1:1–2:3; Matthew 1:1–17If anyone

secretly entices you—even if it is your brother, your father’s son or your mother’s son, or your

own son or daughter, or the wife you embrace, or your most intimate friend—saying, “Let us go

worship other gods,” you must not yield to or heed any such persons. Deuteronomy

13:6,8Because the Lord our God is good,his mercy is forever sure.His truth at all times firmly

stood,and shall from age to age endure. (539)Jesus said, “Whoever does the will of God is my

brother and sister and mother.” Mark 3:35O Lord, in whom we all are one,if faithful found and

true,your will on earth by each be doneas each in heav’n would do.To you ourselves we first

would give;live to your glory while we live,from step to step on you rely,then in your service die.

(399)Faithful God, we greet this new year with hopefulness. Keep us steadfast upon your will,

regardless of what may come our way, for you are our guide and our certainty—our truth and

our love. Amen.Second Sunday after Christmas DayWatchword for the week — God has made

known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ.

Ephesians 1:9Sunday, January 2 — Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20Ephesians 1:3-14;

John 1:(1-9),10-18See now that I, even I, am he; there is no god beside me. I kill and I make

alive; I wound and I heal; and no one can deliver from my hand. Deuteronomy 32:39Before the

Lord’s eternal throne,you nations, bow with sacred joy;know that the Lord is God alone;he can

create, and he destroy. (455)If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so

then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. Romans 14:8All our days, O

Jesus,hallow unto you;may our lives be givenin your service true;let us all experience,to the

end of days,your abiding presenceand your loving grace. (770)What have we to fear? Our lives

are tethered to your heart, O Christ, our friend and redeemer. May we remain in the knowledge

of your presence and your grace, so that all our living may be for you. Amen.Monday, January

3 — Psalm 2Genesis 2:4–25; Matthew 1:18–25You, O Lord, are in the midst of us, and we are

called by your name; do not forsake us! Jeremiah 14:9Move in our midst, O Spirit of God.Go

with us down from your holy hill.Walk with us through the storm and the calm.Spirit of God,

now go with us still. (489)With the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the

hope to which he has called you. Ephesians 1:18Jesus is my joy, therefore blessed am I;O, his

mercy is unbounded,all my hope on him is grounded;Jesus is my joy, therefore blessed am I.

(p197)Ever-present God, you have come into our midst through the precious gift of your Son,

Jesus Christ. He is our hope and certainty in this world. May Christ dispel our fear and bring us



light forevermore. Amen.Tuesday, January 4 — Psalm 3Genesis 3,4; Matthew 2:1–12Be

merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in you my soul takes refuge. Psalm 57:1My God

will lead me to a spotwhere, all my cares and griefs forgot,I shall enjoy sweet rest.As pants for

cooling streams the hart,I languish for my heavenly part,for God, for God, my Refuge blessed.

(794)From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. John 1:16I know not how that

Bethl’hem’s babecould in the Godhead be;I only know the manger childhas brought God’s life

to me. (704)Gracious God, we thank you for life. We may feel alone, frightened or lost at times,

but we know of your presence. Your grace and mercy follow us all the days of our lives.

Amen.Wednesday, January 5 — Psalm 4Genesis 5; Matthew 2:13–23The Lord said, “I will be

gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.” Exodus

33:19Praise him for his grace and favorto his people in distress.Praise him, still the same

forever,slow to chide, and swift to bless.Alleluia! Alleluia!Glorious in his faithfulness! (529)You

know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he

became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. 2 Corinthians 8:9God with us, God

with us,God made known in human frame;in his name rejoice with gladness,since to save the

lost he came;none need sink in hopeless sadness,for Immanuel is now with us,God with us,

God with us. (324)Immanuel, you chose to act on our behalf. You left your heavenly throne to

be with us on earth, so that we could attain the richness of your hope. Be always with us, Lord

Jesus Christ. Amen.Epiphany of the LordWatchword for the Epiphany — Arise, shine; for your

light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. Isaiah 60:1Epiphany of the Lord

— Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7,10-14Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12Thursday, January 6 —

Psalm 5Genesis 6:1–7:10; Matthew 3I will cleanse them from all the guilt of their sin against

me, and I will forgive. Jeremiah 33:8Much forgiven, may I learnlove for hatred to return;then my

heart assured shall beyou, my God, have pardoned me. (779)Jesus Christ is the atoning

sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 1 John

2:2You have suffered great afflictionand have borne it patiently,even death by crucifixion:our

atonement full and free.Lord, you chose to be tormentedthat our doom should be

prevented;thousand, thousand thanks are due,dearest Jesus, unto you. (334)O Morning Star,

you are our true light that enlivens our nights and days. Let us turn from the sin that hinders our

relationship with you and each other, so that you may fill our hearts with light forevermore.

Amen.Friday, January 7 — Psalm 6Genesis 7:11–8:22; Matthew 4:1–11So acknowledge today

and take to heart that the Lord is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no

other. Deuteronomy 4:39The God of Abraham praise,who reigns enthroned above,the Ancient

of eternal days,the God of love!The Lord, the great I Am,by earth and heav’n confessed—we

bow before his holy nameforever blessed. (468)God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell

in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in

heaven. Colossians 1:19-20 NIVThe Father’s equal, God the Son,with him is ever reigning;you

are partaker of his throne,and all things are sustaining;both heaven and earth view their Maker

as man,with joy that is past all expression;O happy, unspeakably happy, who canin Jesus find

life and salvation. (471)Christ in God, you are the creator of heaven and earth. You created us

in your image, and you came to redeem us. Equip us to respond to your goodness in actions of

faith, love, and hope. Amen.Saturday, January 8 — Psalm 7:1-9Genesis 9; Matthew 4:12–

25Even now, in fact, my witness is in heaven, and he that vouches for me is on high. Job

16:19Praise the Lord! For he is glorious;never shall his promise fail;God has made his saints

victorious;sin and death shall not prevail.Praise the God of our salvation;hosts on high, his

pow’r proclaim;heav’n and earth and all creation,praise and glorify his name. (454)Faith is the

assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Hebrews 11:1Blessed



assurance, Jesus is mine!O what a foretaste of glory divine!Heir of salvation, purchase of

God,born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.This is my story, this is my song,praising my Savior

all the day long.This is my story, this is my song,praising my Savior all the day long. (714)O

God, our witness and redeemer, we thank you for the gift of grace that you have given to us

through your Son, Jesus Christ. May we continue to trust in your abundant faithfulness and

love. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.First Sunday after the EpiphanyWatchword for the week

— God says, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.”

Isaiah 43:1Sunday, January 9 — Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17,21-22Alas

for those who rely on horses, who trust in chariots because they are many, but do not consult

the Lord! Isaiah 31:1Only be still and wait his pleasurein cheerful hope with heart content.He

fills your needs to fullest measurewith what discerning love has sent;doubt not our inmost

wants are knownto him who chose us for his own. (712)Therefore we must pay greater

attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. Hebrews 2:1Save us from

weak resignationto the evils we deplore;let the gift of your salvationbe our glory

evermore.Grant us wisdom, grant us courageserving you whom we adore,serving you whom

we adore. (751*)Rock of our salvation, we turn to your word of truth for guidance in this life.

Despite the temptations around us, keep us steadfast in your wisdom that has been revealed to

us in the words of scripture. Amen.* Used by permission of Elinor Fosdick Downs.Monday,

January 10 — Psalm 7:10-17Genesis 10:1–11:9; Matthew 5:1–16But who can detect their

errors? Clear me from hidden faults. Psalm 19:12This holy word exposes sin,convinces us that

we’re unclean,points out the wretched, ruined stateof humankind, both small and great.

(509)The Lord will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the

purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive commendation from God. 1 Corinthians 4:5It

then reveals God’s boundless grace,which justifies our sinful race,and gives eternal life to

allwho will accept the gospel call. (509)Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of Holy

Scripture. Through the word of the cross, we are shown how to live and are given the

assurance of your great salvation through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.Tuesday, January 11

— Psalm 8Genesis 11:10–12:9; Matthew 5:17–26For in many dreams and in many words

there is emptiness. Rather, fear God. Ecclesiastes 5:7 NASBLord, teach us how to pray

aright,with rev’rence and with fear;though dust and ashes in your sight,we may, we must draw

near. (750)Do not allow yourselves to be condemned by anyone who claims to be superior

because of special visions and who insists on false humility and the worship of angels. For no

reason at all, such people are all puffed up by their human way of thinking and have stopped

holding on to Christ. Colossians 2:18-19 GNTOur Lamb has conquered: let us follow him,from

life’s fair dawning to its twilight dim,fighting with selfishness and all its brood,sin and disease,

the enemies of good—Our Lamb has conquered: let us follow him. (587)O Lamb of God, we

are faced with moments of pride, ambition, and selfishness in this life. When those moments

arise, remind us of your generosity and grace, so that we may offer these blessings to others

and follow you humbly and selflessly. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.Wednesday, January 12

— Psalm 9:1-10Genesis 12:10–13:18; Matthew 5:27–42But the Lord is the true God; he is the

living God and the everlasting King. Jeremiah 10:10Sing praise to God who reigns above,the

God of all creation,the God of pow’r, the God of love,the God of our salvation.My soul with

comfort rich he fills,and ev’ry grief he gently stills:to God all praise and glory! (537)Jesus said,

“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the

wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants.” Matthew 11:25Thus if we have

known him,not ashamed to own him,nor have spurned him coldly,but will trust him boldly,he will

then receive us,heal us, and forgive us. (270)Loving God, we need no special knowledge to



know you. We need not pass a test to receive your grace. The only thing you ask of us is to

believe and trust in you, our Lord, Creator, and King. Amen.Thursday, January 13 — Psalm

9:11-20Genesis 14,15; Matthew 5:43–6:4Let those who love your salvation say evermore, ‘God

is great!’ Psalm 70:4Sing to the Lord most high;let every land adore.With grateful voice make

knownhis goodness and his power.Let cheerful songs declare his ways,and let his praise

inspire your tongues. (164r)May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live

in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with

one voice glorify God. Romans 15:5-6In Christ shall true hearts ev’rywheretheir high

communion find;his service is the golden cordclose binding humankind. (523)Gracious God,

you created us as unique individuals with differing opinions, ideas, and convictions about this

life. Even though our differences may remain, unite us in Christ so that we may be your Church.

Amen.Friday, January 14 — Psalm 10:1-11Genesis 16,17; Matthew 6:5–18The Lord has done

great things for us, and we rejoiced. Psalm 126:3Now thank we all our Godwith heart and

hands and voices,who wondrous things has done,in whom his world rejoices;who, from our

mother’s arms,has blessed us on our waywith countless gifts of love,and still is ours today.

(533)Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. Ephesians 1:3O may this gracious

Godthrough all our life be near us,with ever joyful heartsand blessed peace to cheer us,and

keep us in his grace,and guide us when perplexed,and free us from all illsin this world and the

next. (533)Thank you, loving Father, for all the many blessings that you have bestowed upon

us, especially your Son, Jesus Christ, for Christ is our joy and our life. Amen.Saturday, January

15 — Psalm 10:12-18Genesis 18; Matthew 6:19–34He was wounded for our transgressions,

crushed for our iniquities. Isaiah 53:5What is the source of all your mortal anguish?It is my sins

for which you, Lord, must languish;yes, all the wrath, the woe that you inherit,this I do merit.

(351)God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the

righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 NIVNo condemnation now I dread,for Christ, and all

in him, is mine!Alive in him, my living Head,and clothed in righteousness divine,bold I approach

the eternal throneand claim the crown, through Christ, my own.Bold I approach th’eternal

throneand claim the crown, through Christ, my own. (773)Saving God, we do not deserve the

grace you have given to us in Jesus Christ. Yet, you offer it to us freely, which moves us to

respond in faith, love, and hope. Amen.Second Sunday after the EpiphanyWatchword for the

week — Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of

services, but the same Lord. 1 Corinthians 12:4–5Sunday, January 16 — Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm

36:5-101 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence

continually. Psalm 105:4Hungry and thirsty, faint and weak,as you when here below,our souls

the joys celestial seek,that from your sorrows flow. (411)Everyone who asks receives, and

everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Luke

11:10Having turned from other ways,now your name alone to bear,your dear voice alone

obeyis my daily, hourly prayer.Looking up to heav’n I seeno one else my joy can be. (614)Lord,

we find our home in you. When we lose our way in this life, all we must do is come home and

knock on the door. You are there beckoning us to stay. Help us to listen. Amen.Monday,

January 17 — Psalm 11Genesis 19:1–29; Matthew 7:1–12Praise the Lord! How good it is to

sing praises to our God. Psalm 147:1Stand up, and bless the Lord,you people of his choice!

Stand up and bless the Lord your God,with heart and soul and voice. (531)Sing psalms and

hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your

hearts. Ephesians 5:19While your glorious praise is sung,touch my lips, unloose my tonguethat

my joyful soul may blessChrist the Lord, my righteousness. (553)Lord of all being, we praise



you for your goodness, faithfulness, and love. May our hearts, our souls, minds, and our voices

offer continuous praise to you. Amen.Tuesday, January 18 — Psalm 12Genesis 19:30–20:18;

Matthew 7:13–23Shepherd your people with your staff. Micah 7:14Trusting his mild staff

always,I go in and out in peace;he will feed me with the treasureof his grace in richest

measure;when athirst to him I cry,living water he’ll supply. (662)The sheep follow the shepherd

because they know his voice. John 10:4I am Jesus’ little lamb;ever glad at heart I am;for my

Shepherd gently guides me,knows my need and well provides me,loves me ev’ry day the

same,even calls me by my name. (723)Loving Shepherd, how blessed it is to be your sheep.

You know us, and we know your voice. No matter where we go or what we do, your love gently

guides us all the way. How blessed are we! Amen.Wednesday, January 19 — Psalm

13Genesis 21; Matthew 7:24–8:4Those who mock the poor insult their Maker; those who are

glad at calamity will not go unpunished. Proverbs 17:5All that kills abundant living,let it from the

earth be banned;pride of status, race or schooling,dogmas that obscure your plan.In our

common quest for justicemay we hallow life’s brief span. (685*)Blessed are the merciful, for

they will receive mercy. Matthew 5:7Blessed are they who show their mercyto the guilty and the

poor,for to them, set free from judgment,shall be opened heaven’s door.Blessed, the sincere

and truthfulfrom the lie’s deception free,for the God of truth and beautythey in joy will surely

see. (595)Lord Jesus, keep us from being blinded by worldly distractions of power and wealth.

May we share your gifts of love and mercy to all, even the guilty, the poor, and the oppressed.

We pray that we live our lives to reflect all the goodness and grace you offer us each day. In

Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.* ©1968 by Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used

by permission.Thursday, January 20 — Psalm 14Genesis 22; Matthew 8:5–22The heavens are

telling the glory of God. Psalm 19:1Joyful, joyful, we adore you,God of glory, Lord of

love;hearts unfold like flow’rs before you,op’ning to the sun above.Melt the clouds of sin and

sadness;drive the dark of doubt away;giver of immortal gladness,fill us with the light of day!

(544)Worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water. Revelation

14:7All your works with joy surround you,earth and heav’n reflect your rays,stars and angels

sing around you,center of unbroken praise;field and forest, vale and mountain,flow’ry meadow,

flashing sea,chanting bird and flowing fountain,praising you eternally! (544)Creator of all, what

beauty is seen around us. The skies, the earth, the sea, all attest to your glorious power and

handiwork. We praise you day and night for all that you have done for us. Amen.Friday, January

21 — Psalm 15Genesis 23:1–24:25; Matthew 8:23–34Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are

the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Isaiah 64:8Have thine own

way, Lord!Have thine own way!Thou art the Potter, I am the clay.Mold me and make me after

thy will,while I am waiting yielded and still. (*)You did not choose me but I chose you. And I

appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last. John 15:16Ye who called, ye who calledto

Christ’s service are,join together, join togetherboth in work and prayer;venture all on him, our

Lord,who assures us in his word,we are always, we are alwaysobjects of his care. (636)Faithful

Potter, you shape us and form us, yet we move and work through our own free will. Let our

work and lives reflect you, our one true light. Amen.* Have Thine Own Way, Lord by Adelaide

A. Pollard. Public Domain.Saturday, January 22 — Psalm 16:1-6Genesis 24:26–67; Matthew

9:1–13All the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be

burned as fuel for the fire. Isaiah 9:5His righteous government and powershall over all

extend;on judgment and on justice based,his reign shall have no end. (320)By the tender

mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in

darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. Luke 1:78-79The

people who in darkness walkedhave seen a glorious light;on them broke forth the heav’nly



dawnwho dwelt in death and night. (320)Gracious God, we know that you are the ruler of the

universe. Too often, our earthly pilgrimage is clouded by injustices of the rich and powerful.

Keep us mindful in these challenges to stay within your truth and goodness. Amen.Third

Sunday after the EpiphanyWatchword for the week — Let the words of my mouth and the

meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. Psalm

19:14Sunday, January 23 — Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10; Psalm 191 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke

4:14-21I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being.

Psalm 104:33O worship the King, all glorious above,O gratefully sing his power and his

love;our shield and defender, the ancient of days,pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.

(566)Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing

songs of praise. James 5:13My life flows on in endless song,above earth’s lamentation,I hear

the real, though far off hymnthat hails a new creation.No storm can shake my inmost

calm,while to that Rock I’m clinging.Since love is Lord of heaven and earth,how can I keep

from singing? (701)Gracious God, our days are filled with joys and sorrows. Sometimes, we

may find it difficult to speak the right words, but you have given us song and music when words

are insufficient. May we always sing of your goodness. Amen.Monday, January 24 — Psalm

16:7-11Genesis 25; Matthew 9:14–26If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light

around me become night,” even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the

day. Psalm 139:11-12Now God be with us, for the night is closing,the light and darkness are of

his disposing;and ‘neath his shadow here to rest we yield us,for he will shield us. (575)
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